go from door to door making cleanliness inspections of people's apartments and pasting stickers saying something like "cleanly household" on the doors of those who pass muster. These low-level leaders also play a role in the national birth control campaign, organizing residents (primarily women who are not employed by outside units) to discuss the government's family planning goals, to fill out forms on contraceptive use, and to accept an abortion if they become pregnant "over the quota."
Residents' committees and small groups also regularly convene meetings of those residents not employed by outside units for the purpose of engaging in political study. These meetings will occur once a week or so in ordinary times, but more often during a political campaign or after some major national event. In these meetings the leaders transmit directives and ideas from higher authorities explaining changing official policies and interpretations of events, or they simply have residents read newspaper editorials or political study pamphlets and discuss their meaning and relation to the local situation (Whyte 1974). Often if there is a group of educated youths in the neighborhood who have been allowed to stay in the city but have not yet had jobs assigned to them, the residents' committee will organize them to write banners and slogans for local posting and in general to serve as performers of whatever good deeds need performing. (Such youths are of course given to understand that their enthusiasm for these make-work tasks may affect the kind of job they eventually get assigned.)
On balance it seems clear that the central role of these lowest-level units concerns social control. Residents' committees organize small-group heads and local "activists" (such as the job-aspiring youths just mentioned) to assist the police in keeping an eye on what is happening in the neighborhood. In theory, at least, they are to report strangers whose presence is unaccounted for, neighbors engaging in suspicious activities, illegal peddlers, black marketeers, and other threats to social order. During times of disorder or for national holidays or the visits of important foreigners, the residents' committees may organize each family in the neighborhood to take part in round-the-clock patrolling of the area. The police also periodically run campaigns in which they call meetings and put around it.
